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Rally stirs frustration at President Donahue

DACA decision: Campus gathers, Donahue addresses issue in email
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SAINT MARY’S COMMUNITY MEMBERS took part in last Wednesday’s rally against the DACA decision made by the Trump Administration. (Courtesy of Annaliese Martinez)

BY JACOB TURNROSE &
MAUREEN THAETE
NEWS EDITOR & ASST. NEWS EDITOR

On September 6, starting at 1:00 p.m.,
students, faculty, and members of the administration gathered in the Dante Quad to
protest the Trump Administration’s decision
to rescind Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program commonly referred to as DACA.
Since its establishment in 2012, the policy has
protected 800,000 young people, including
college students, from deportation.
At its peak, there were about 150 members
of the Saint Mary’s community in the quad.
Several dressed in black and leaned over the
railing on the second floor terrace of the library.
All were present to either speak out or listen to
others’ opposition to the Trump Administration’s decision.
The protest was organized by the club
presidents of Hermanas of Saint Mary’s, Ballet
Folklórico Guadalupano, and La Hermandad.
Myrna Santiago, Professor of History,
opened the rally by providing context for the
DACA program and the Trump Administration’s decision to terminate it.
She began by stating that DACA was initiated through an executive order signed by
President Obama, and she went on to explain
the reasoning behind the program. “[He initi-

ated DACA], in large part, in my humble opinion, to make us forget that he also deported the
most number of immigrants since the 1930’s,”
she said. “We don’t want to leave Obama off
the hook.”
“This [decision] was not about law enforcement,” she said. She also added that the United
States is a country that enforces laws very
selectively. “Some people [see] the law used
against them, a lot of other people are never
touched by the law.” She brought up the 2008
economic recession as an example of when
laws are applied selectively. “We know who
caused the collapse of the American economy,
we know their names, we know where they
work. Do they get investigated?” she asked.
The decision, then, in Santiago’s words
was “a political move” used by the Trump
administration to “mobilize a percentage of
the population, to blame the 2008 recession
on [immigrants].”
Two hundred thousand DACA beneficiaries
are in California. Santiago stressed that “some
of them are at Saint Mary’s.”
“One of my students has a brother who was
already deported to Mexico,” she said. “He
grew up in the states. He speaks no Spanish,
like a good Chicano, and now he is in Mexico
all by himself.”
“Just imagine what that must feel like,” she
said. “If you can imagine that for a minute,

that’s a good thing because I want us, as a
community, to feel that pain… to realize that
there are a lot of people on this campus who
are very nervous.”
Several students spoke against a perceived
lack of action on the part of Saint Mary’s
College President, James Donahue, and his
administration.
Emily Gagnebin ‘19 questioned Donahue’s
commitment to upholding “Lasallian values”
and promoting an “inclusive community,”
stating that his inaction was ultimately allowing “danger and fear” to pervade the campus.
At 9:30 a.m., several hours before the rally,
President Donahue sent an e-mail out to all
students, faculty, and staff. “In wake of the
[Trump] Administration’s decision,” he wrote,
“I’d like to remind members of our community
about Saint Mary’s commitment to protecting
the rights of all students on campus.”
He has said that he has made plans to
consult our elected officials and legal counsel
about “the constitutional protections institutions of higher education, and other organizations, have in their support of undocumented
students.”
He will be meeting with Representative
Mark DeSaulnier to “discuss how we can work
together to further protect our undocumented
students.”
see DACA, page 3
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Community remembers Professor Ron Olowin
BY SABRINA NGUYEN
NEWS REPORTER
“Science & Creation,” “The Creator and
the Cosmos,” and “The Church and Contemporary Cosmology” are among the titles
featured in the “New Books” display at the
Saint Albert Hall Library. With them are
a near-two dozen other similar books, all
coming from a single source.
Professor Ron Olowin passed away on
Aug. 5, 2017. The books were donated to the
library after his death. They are now available to any student, staff, and faculty member who, like Olowin, might be consumed
with wonder as to how Science and Faith
might walk together towards a single truth.
“I still have the copy of The Phenomenon of Man that Ron Olowin gave me…
he liked to give me essays and things: Ron
was always eager to share what he loved,

whether in faith or in science,” said Professor Anne Carpenter. Carpenter was a friend
of Olowin’s who spoke with him often about
topics on science and theology.

“His single
most important
contribution was that
he showed students
that faith and science
are not in opposition
to one another.”
Olowin was hired into Saint Mary’s Physics Department in 1987 along with Dean
Wensley in 1989. As the two only faculty
members of the physics department, they

taught physics courses, established a physics major at the college, and helped build
the program, which now has six faculty
members and graduates 5-10 majors on
average per year.
“He was a new beginning for physics at
Saint Mary’s. He had a lot of vision and he
thought big, not only because he was an
astrophysicist, but also because he thought
big about building things for students and
for faculty,” said Dean Wensley.
Olowin conceived of the Geissberger
Observatory at Saint Mary’s. Beside the
dome is a platform where students could
set up telescopes on as needed. He would
bring students from his introductory astrophysics course to this hill to conduct
observatory sessions.
Wensley said that Olowin’s favorite thing
to do was get students to comprehend
see Olowin, page 2
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner

“where are we [in this universe]
and trying to get across the immensity of that idea and trying to
picture where we are at and what
it means.”
Guy Whittal Scherfee ‘17, a
former student, said, “He loved
to discuss space and astronomy.
Conversations could go for hours,
and often did, regarding how the
planets formed and moved.”
Olowin was Scherfee’s academic
and research adviser and oversaw
his research during the summer
after his sophomore year.
“After this summer, I continued to work with Olowin until I
decided to pursue research in the
quantum field rather than astro,”
Scherfee said. “Oddly enough, my
current work in graduate school
is focused in space physics so I
didn’t get as far away as I thought
I might.”
“He was sort of a stargazer, a
dreamer…he loved ideas, he loved
talking about all kinds of things,
seminar texts, scientific texts,
religious texts…he was someone
who was interested in the world,

interested in life, interested in
friendships, in relationships…”
said Father David Gentry-Akin
who collaborated with Professor
Ron Olowin on a series of lectures
at St. Perpetua Church discussing
the relationship between science
and faith.
Students of diverse disciplines
would flock to Olowin’s class because he had a reputation for being able to teach science to nonscientists, and he did it well. During
his time at the college, he taught
over 2000 non-majors. He was
known as a gifted communicator
and teacher who made daunting
science topics accessible to anyone on campus. Dean Wensley had
collaborated with Olowin on a lot
of teaching and even learned how
to teach astronomy from Olowin.
“He made people feel at ease…
he had a way of diffusing that
anxiety and opening up a world of
knowledge that was very foreign
for a lot of those students,” said
Fr. Gentry-Akin, who had invited
Olowin to teach at several of his
lectures on religion and science.
Olowin was a man of deep and
profound Catholic faith and stood

in a long line of catholic intellectuals. He understood that real
wisdom is about bringing faith and
science together. Olowin believed
there was room for God and science, sharing his vision and love
for “big ideas” with the students
he taught and other faculty members. He often held lectures on the
dialectical relationship between
science and faith and how these
different patterns of logic inform
one another. Olowin received a
grant from the Templeton Foundation during his time at Saint
Mary’s to teach a course on science and religion.
“I occasionally had him lecture
in my faith and science class…
he would talk about God in his
lectures, the role that god played
in his life. He was very subtle
with the students that these two
things were not opposed,” said
Fr. Gentry-Akin. “The contribution that Professor Olowin made
to Saint Mary’s, which to me is
his singularly most important
contribution, was that he showed
students that faith and science are
not in opposition to one another.”
“When he visited my theology

classes to talk about faith and science, he would point out how - just
as faith has analogies - so also
science is made up of analogies.
‘We talk about wavelengths,’ he
would say. ‘And where does that
come from? Waves in the sea.’ His
point was that we think of science
as precise, but in fact science is
precise in an entirely different way
than we assume,” said Professor
Anne Carpenter.
One of her favorite memories of
Olowin is something he expressed
to her frequently: “when you say
‘cosmos’ you mean one thing.”
Then he’d smile and say, “When
I say ‘cosmos,’ I mean something
else.” Olowin was precise with
how he used language and paid attention to the shifting of meanings
between theology and science. To
Anne Carpenter, caring about the
precision of language together was
one of his immense gifts to her.
Dr. Ron Olowin was a proponent of sharing knowledge, and
the book shelf decorated with a
wide range of readings he had
collected is emblematic of the
continuation of his dialogue on
the world .

Fifth Annual “Send Suicide Packing” promotes “QPR”
BY MAUREEN THAETE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
On Wednesday, Sept. 6, Counseling and Psychological Services
(CAPS) hosted the fifth annual
“Send Suicide Packing” event on the
De la Salle lawn. During Community
Time, students observed a display
of several backpacks paired with
informational placards promoting
suicide awareness and prevention.
Some placards listed tools to help
people recognize and respond to
warning signs, some listed resources
on campus, and others shared the
personal experiences of people who
have been affected by suicide. Post-

ers called students to seek counsel,
train in suicide prevention, and
ultimately “Break the Stigma! Send
Suicide Packing!”
According to Dr. Cynthia Cutshall, psychologist and Outreach
Coordinator at CAPS, “Eleven hundred college students die by suicide
in the U.S. every year.” Dr. Cutshall
emphasized the importance of using
the word “die” rather than “commit,” since the latter term attaches
such a negative label to the victim.
CAPS also used the event as an
opportunity to raise awareness
about Quest, Persuade, Refer (QPR)
training, a two hour training session
in which students, faculty, and staff

learn a system for actively preventing suicide. “Our goal is to train
20 percent of the campus in QPR
so that any given person would be
likely to know a QPR gatekeeper,”
says Dr. Cutshall.
In addition to promoting QPR, the
event sought to encourage St. Mary’s
students to continue to normalize
the conversation about suicide and
spread awareness about resources
on campus. “I think opening a
dialogue about suicide is important
because it helps to erase the negative
stigma and makes prevention more
of a possibility, said Grace Becker ‘18,
a student attending the event.
CAPS provided a sign-up sheet for

QPR training as well as contact cards
for the Contra Costa Crisis Center.
The next QPR training session will
be the morning of Friday, Sept. 29
in the Soda Center. CAPS hosts
two sessions each semester as well
as additional sessions at request.
Several members of the Saint Mary’s
community are regularly trained in
QPR, including Resident Advisors,
WOWIEs, High Potential Mentors,
and the Intercultural Center staff.
CAPS is located on the ground
floor of Augustine Hall and is available to all students for more information and resources.
The National Suicide Prevention
Hotline is 1-800-273-8255.

Why are geology and astronomy classes so popular?
BY JACOB TURNROSE
NEWS EDITOR
At Saint Mary’s College, every student must inevitably choose which
science course they’d like to take to
fulfill the Core requirements.
As described by the College, the
Core Curriculum is “an intentional,
developmental, and integrated program of study designed to educate
students in three broad intellectual areas: Habits of Mind, Pathways
to Knowledge, and Engaging the
World.” And as known, the Scientific
Understanding requirement falls
under Pathways to Knowledge.
While the School of Science
has nine programs under its wing,
and dozens of course offerings, an
overwhelming amount of students
choose either Historical (or Physical) Geology or Astronomy to fulfill
their Scientific Understanding
requirement. Put simply, Geology
and Astronomy attract a disproportionate number of students.
Why are these subjects so popular? What makes these subjects
more popular than Biology or Chemistry?
Roy Wensley, the Dean of the
School of Science, has a couple working theories.

For one, he argues that Geology
and Astronomy are popular because
they appeal to students culturally.
Students take Astronomy because
the subject has a lot of mass appeal,
thinks Wensley.
“Astronomy is in the news a lot.
The Hubble Telescope was popular
a while ago… I think a lot of students
are interested in the universe,” he
said. One could certainly look at
the recent hysteria surrounding
the August 21st total solar eclipse to
understand Wensley’s claim.
Wensley, who has taught Astronomy in the past, believes that
its popularity might also have to
do with the late Ron Olowin, who
passed away on August 5. Olowin
was the Astronomy professor since
1991. “He had a reputation for being
an enthusiastic and fascinating professor,” said Wensley. He speculates
that it was the popularity of Olowin
what made the Astronomy course
popular.
Understanding Geology’s draw
amongst non-science students is a
bit more puzzling for Wensley, who
self-admittedly might be biased as
he is a Professor of Physics. “Geology was introduced 15-20 years ago
and was actually taught by Biology
faculty. And that’s where it gained

its reputation,” he said. “ It continues
to allure students for some reason.”
Wensley does think that it’s allure may have something to do
with California’s unique position
along many faults. Moraga itself is
in close enough proximity to the
San Andreas fault line. He also sees
Geology’s tangibility as attractive.
“[Geology] deals with stuff you can
see,” he said. And the same can be
said for Astronomy.
Wensley speculates that the two
subjects might be popular because
they’re rarely taught in high schools.
“No one takes Geology and Astronomy in high school… but [many]
do take Biology and Chemistry,” he
said. “Maybe that has something to
do with it.”
Regardless of why Geology and
Astronomy are so popular, the fact
that they are makes it hard for other
science subjects to offer a class that
would hold comparable interest
amongst non-science majors, said
Wensley.
“Once a reputation sets in, it gets
reinforced … by academic advisors
and the students talking amongst
themselves,” he said.
And for other science departments that decide to offer a class for
non-science majors, “[They] have

to do a lot of public relations work,”
he said.
The Biology Department, for example, once offered a course titled
“Microbes in Society.”
This course was introduced in the
Spring of 2015 and was marketed to
non-science majors. However, the
course was cancelled because of low
enrollment.
The low enrollment in turn was,
according to Professor Vidya Chandrasekaran, “Due to a lack of awareness towards the course amongst
the general student body.” “The
publicity wasn’t there,” she added.
“There needs to be a lot of word of
mouth. With Geology and Astronomy, there’s a lot of word of mouth.”
Dr. Chandrasekaran was the Chair
of the Biology Department from the
Spring of 2013 to the Spring of 2016.
She noted that posters advertising
the course were put up, but only in
Brousseau Hall, unfamiliar land for
the average Liberal Arts or SEBA
(School of Economics and Business
Administration) student.
Despite offering a class for nonscience majors, the Biology Department found it inevitably hard to
compete with the perennial twin
juggernauts of Geology and Astronomy.
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NEWS
DACA: The situation brings awareness to the rights of workers and businesses
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In addition, Donahue promised to
“uphold the privacy regulations that
protect student information from
disclosure, as outlined in the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA),” and provide legal counsel
to those concerned with the implications of the recent DACA decision.
He ended his email stating, “We
must do everything we can to ensure
Saint Mary’s maintains a safe and
welcoming campus for each and
every one of our community members.” Some responded specifically
to President Donahue’s email. “An
email is not enough,” said Barbara
Ibarra ‘18, president of the Hermanas of Saint Mary’s. Like many
others, she criticized Donahue for
reaching out to the campus community only through email, calling
him to “show up to these events” to
prove his support.
Matthew Fitzgerald ‘19 encouraged the crowd to put pressure on
the administration to make SaintMary’s a sanctuary school. “We

need to have the policy to back up
the attitude,” he said in reference to
the “vague response” of Donahue’s
email.
Fitzgerald, the President of the
Young Democrats, did express approval of Donahue’s decision to meet
with Representative Desaulnier.
“I think it shows that he’s at least
looking for a solution.” He added,
“Hopefully it’s productive.”

“Any comprehensive
sanctuary policy needs
to [include a statement]
that the school will
not cooperate with
law enforcement or
immigration officials
who’d want to deport
our students.”
Fitzgerald calls on Donahue to
adopt a sanctuary policy. “Any com-

prehensive sanctuary policy needs to
[include a statement] that the school
will not cooperate with law enforcement or immigration officials who’d
want to deport our students,” he
clarified.
Barbara Ibarra echoed Fitzgerald’s call. “If [Donahue] came out
and said that [Saint Mary’s College] has a sanctuary campus, then
people would feel more safe,” she
said in a separate interview. “I think
it’s important to understand that
the President has a tough job,” said
Fitzgerald. “He has to walk a line, he
has to try and keep students happy,
he has to try and keep donors and
faculty and staff happy. I understand
why he is cautious around this issue.”
“I think that a sanctuary policy
could upset some donors to the
college. There’s the whole issue of
legality with becoming a sanctuary
campus… federal funds could be in
jeopardy,” said Fitzgerald. “I don’t
think it’s that the president doesn’t
care, I’m sure he does, it’s just a difficult thing. But this administration
tends to drag their feet.

At the rally, a number of students
used the open microphone as an
opportunity to promote safe spaces
around campus. These included
the Mission and Ministry Center,
CAPS, the Intercultural Center,
the Lounge, Hermanas of Saint
Mary’s, La Hermandad, and Ballet
Folklórico Guadalupano.
Emily Lucot ‘18 stressed the importance of continuing the day’s conversation in those diversity-focused
centers. “Support people who do not
have that voice, who do not have that
privilege.” Lucot said.
Other students, including Abigail
Thompson ‘19, also emphasized the
need for all members of the Saint
Mary’s community to stand against
aggressions. “We are united on this
front against intolerance; we are
intolerant against intolerance. Racism is your issue regardless of your
identity,” Thompson said.
After 2 p.m., the rally came to a
close. Particpants were invited to
sign a banner reading “Defend DACA
#heretostay” in support of DACA
recipients across the nation.

Saint Mary’s poets discuss why poetry matters

Robert Hass and Matthew Zapruder speak at MFA event
BY KATE ARENCHILD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
“He was a true nerd.” The conversation between Matthew Zapruder,
Robert Hass, and Brenda Hillman
flowed as they spoke playfully of
poetry and its importance.
The conversation was held on
Thursday, Sept. 7 in the LeFevre
Theatre. Hass ‘63, a Saint Mary’s
alumnus, and Zapruder, a professor in the English and Master of
Fine Arts (MFA )programs at Saint
Mary’s, read from their new books.
Hilman, the MFA Program Director,
moderated a discussion afterwards.
Hass has recently published “A
Little Book on Form”, a collection of
essays on the “formal imagination”
of poetry, while Zapruder, Editor at

ROBERT HASS (Courtesy of Letra Libres)

Large of Wave Books, read from his
book titled, “Why Poetry”.
During the evening, both poets
focused on the topic of what makes
poetry unique and why it is necessary today.
Zapruder spoke about the essential, moving experiences of poetry we all experience by giving two
examples from his own life. For a
high school project, he chose a poet
at random for a project, and was
shocked to find himself enthralled.
He spoke about the elemental force
of words, the meaning that one finds
in sounds themselves, a phenomena
unique to poetry.
The San Francisco Chronicle
has called his book “Refreshingly
humble and direct... Zapruder is the
ideal narrator to debunk mistaken
ideas about the art and claim that
the ways we teach poetry are what
prevent us from enjoying it...Why
Poetry casts its net wide and hauls
in a splendid bounty.”
Hass spoke of the magical presence of sentences. Describing an
early morning encounter with his
young grandson on his lap, Hass
highlighted the form and meter of
sentences, both those spoken by
himself, a poet, and those of a fouryear-old. Poems have a unique ability to communicate to us through
meaning and sound, something

humans have been doing since the
beginning of language.
The New York Times has said
of his book, “Hass is so supremely
learned about and so deeply immersed in poetry, he is able to comport himself not just with incredible authority but also with casual
humor. . . . Disguised as a reference
book, this is actually a friendly tour
of one poet’s mind.”
In the conversation after the readings, the men focused on the uniqueness of poetry. The central mystery,
they believed, was its elusive nature.
Using rhythm and language, poets
aim towards the good. They try to
describe what it means to be alive
and to have existed. The language
and rhythm of poetry gives form to
our dreams and hopes. While poetry
is an archive of feeling, written for
the quietest part of ourselves, Hass
spoke of the movement in the last 20
to 30 years from solitary reading to
communal poetry reading and how
that has changed our experience
with poetry.
When asked what inspires them,
Hass responded that poetry is putting the world into verbal music. His
poetry has been described as a dance
between pleasure and suffering. A
student asked what an aspiring poet
ought to do. Zapruder responded to
the question in a surprising man-

MATTHEW ZAPRUDER
(Courtesy of Poetry Society of America)

ner: we ought to be less political. In
this tumultuous time, he urges us to
follow the beautiful and remember
that in doing so we are not betraying our causes. Instead, by focusing
on beauty, one reminds us why we
continue.
He continued to say that poetry is
an effort at enough-ness. A lot of life,
Zapruder said, simply is not enough.
Poets use their unique gifts of
rhythm and meter to add form to our
daily experience, aiming at the good
and “order, beauty, clarity, wisdom
and compassion,” said Zapruder.
Hillman finished by welcoming
students interested in experiencing
poetry to stop by their offices. The
faculty members are eager to give
students advice on poems to read in
any subject, from romance to nature.

Campus
Calendar
Tools for Difficult Dialogues in
Seminar
Tuesday, September 12
11:30-1:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Orinda
Room
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu
Mass of the Holy Spirit
Wednesday, September 13
1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Saint Mary’s Chapel
Contact Fr. Hai Ho
hmh3@stmarys-ca.edu
Women’s Resource Center Fall Open House
Wednesday, September 13
2:00-4:00 p.m.
Augustine Hall: Women’s Resource Center
Shannon Sobotta
x4171
Living Words: Dr. King’s Global
Perspective on Civil Rights
Wednesday, September 14
3:00-4:30 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Lafayette
Room
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu
Achebe: Questions of Cultural
Difference
Monday, September 18
1:15-2:30 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu
INVEST: GO GAELS! SMC Athletics and Sex/Gender
Monday, September 18
6:00 p.m.
Delphine Hall: Intercultural Center
Contact Cesar Ramos
x8545

Rattlesnake sightings on campus cause for concern
BY VICTORIA VIDALES
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
At 10:40 p.m. on September 2, a
resident advisor opened the backdoor of Freitas Hall and came across
a rattlesnake coiled in the darkness.
Immediately, he slammed the door
shut and alerted his residents.
Upon hearing the noise, fellow
Residential Advisor, Tina Shubat
‘18, was one of several students to
witness the snake. “It was stationary
at first, curled up in a coil. You could
see its rattle,” said Shubat.

With the emergence of several
residents, the snake began to move
toward the building’s door. To prevent the snake from coming closer,
another Residential Assistant began
hitting the door to scare the animal.
Public Safety was called to the
scene. Eventually, the snake began
to move away from the building
and disappear into the night. “After
ten minutes of not seeing the snake
we assumed it had gone back to its
environment,” said Shubat.
In the last two weeks, there have
been five reported sightings, each in-

cident occurring during the evening
and night hours.
Public Safety Sergeant Jim Moss
said, “It’s not uncommon to see
[a rattlesnake] during this time of
year.” Although it may not be uncommon for wild animals to venture
onto campus, Moss believes “that
the intense heat wave” in the area
has caused many animals to leave
their private habitats in search of
water.
To avoid close encounters, Sgt.
Moss suggests to stay on marked
paths and not grassy, overgrown

areas. “Don’t put yourself in harm’s
way. Be aware of where you’re walking” he said.
According to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife,
rattlesnake attacks are most common between the months of April
and October. Make sure to stay
on marked trails and wear closed
toed shoes. If you happen to be in
the presence of a rattlesnake, avoid
touching or stepping on the animal.
Remove yourself from the situation
as quickly as possible. If on campus,
call Public Safety immediately.

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.

4

THE COLLEGIAN •

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2017

STMARYSCOLLEGIAN.COM

OPINION
Why DACA repeal is racist, and what we can do about it
BY ANNALIESE MARTINEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
On Tuesday, Sept. 5, Attorney
General Jeff Sessions revealed
Donald Trump’s latest racist, xenophobic action with the announcement of the repeal of Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrival, or
DACA. The executive order implemented during the Obama administration offered undocumented
immigrants brought to the U.S.
as children, with deferment of removal action for two years as well
as eligibility for work authorization, a driver’s license, and SSN or
TIN to pay income taxes. With the
news that DACA is being repealed,
young undocumented immigrants
are panicking, as they are at risk
of losing their education, employment, or being deported.
In Tuesday’s briefing, Sessions
argued that DACA “denied jobs to
hundreds of thousands of Americans” by allowing work permits to
“illegal aliens,” when in fact, NPR
reports that there is no evidence
of DACA beneficiaries stealing
jobs from American citizens, according to economists. If anything,
the American economy benefits
from DACA. According to the Pew
Research Center, there are about
800,000 recipients, with 222,795
being in California, most of whom
participate in the workforce and
have professional jobs, as well as
pay taxes.
However, the U.S. government
should not keep DACA just because it can profit off of the skills
and productivity of recipients, but
instead, immigrants should have
easy access to citizenship because
they deserve basic human rights.
Just to qualify for DACA benefits,
someone must have been brought
to the U.S. before their 16th birth-

day and be living in the U.S. and
under the age 31 as of June 15, 2017.
In addition, they must never have
had legal status, or they would have
to have their legal status expired by
June 15, 2012. A DACA recipient
would have had to be currently
in school, graduated from high
school (or obtained a GED), or
served in the military. They also
could not be guilty of a felony, serious misdemeanor, three or more
misdemeanors, or pose a national
security threat.
That’s not all. Someone applying
for DACA would have to gather
documents to prove they fulfill the
aforementioned requirements, fill
out U.S. Citizen and Immigration
Services forms, and pay a $465
fee. According to law expert Ilona
Bray, if someone wanted to become
a citizen, they could pay anywhere
between $5,000 to $7,000 for an
immigration lawyer, $640 for a
naturalization application, $85 for
biometrics, or pay up to $1,500 for
a green card application. Besides
spending thousands of dollars, undocumented immigrants seeking
legal status could wait years before
finally having their application
either accepted or declined.
Taking into consideration how
difficult it is to be an undocumented immigrant in America shows
just how insensitive and discriminatory Trump’s decision to rescind
DACA is. While those affected by
the DACA repeal include people
from South Korea, the Philippines,
and other communities of color, it
disproportionately affects Latinos,
with over 75 percent of DACA recipients being from Mexico.
While Trump has been known
to make racist remarks against
Mexicans and immigrants, DACA
recipients transcend the stereotypes which Trump and his sup-

porters perpetuate. By referring to
them as “illegal aliens,” the Trump
Administration has portrayed
DACA beneficiaries as criminals
and foreigners, when they are by
all means Americans who contribute to society. Among DACA
Dreamers are students and graduates from reputable universities
such as USC and UCLA, teachers,
newlyweds, or those planning to be
married. Truth be told, Dreamers
make America great when many
Americans think it would be better
without them.
Since the announcement that
DACA is being repealed, there has
been enormous response in the
press, social media, and here on the
Saint Mary’s campus. On Wednesday following the announcement,
President James A. Donahue issued a statement to all students,
staff, and faculty reminding the
community of Saint Mary’s dedication to protect students’ rights and
its Lasallian Catholic values. Still,
some students felt that President
Donahue’s statement was not
enough because it did not declare
Saint Mary’s College as a sanctuary
campus, nor did it clearly condemn
Trump’s decision. Later that day,
students and faculty rallied together outside of Dante Hall and
the Saint Albert Hall Library wearing black to show solidarity with
those affected by the DACA repeal.
“As a society we’ve grown too
complacent,” expressed first-year
student Donaldo. “I think we can
make a change.” For other Saint
Mary’s students, the DACA repeal
hits too close to home. Hector
Mendez shared, “My brother just
applied for his DACA and now
it’s getting revoked.” In addition
to students rallying, faculty and
students held their regular justice
and peace vigil at the campus

STUDENTS AND PROFESSORS express discontent over DACA repeal. (Courtesy of Annaliese Martinez)

Peace Pole to protest the decision
to rescind DACA, and clubs and
resources, such as Hermanas and
the Intercultural Center, extended
their support to anyone affected.
While the announcement of the
decision to repeal DACA feels like
part of an endless series of human
rights violations made by Donald
Trump, not all hope is lost. Dreamers whose DACA is ending in 2017
can still apply for renewal for
deferment for the next two years.
Furthermore, people who are
already U.S. citizens can use their
privilege to speak up for undocumented immigrants, contact their
local representatives, or donate to

a YouCaring campaign to pay for
legal and DACA renewal fees.
Times like these are pivotal moments in history for civil rights,
and it will matter years from now
whether we speak up or remain
silent. To give up now would be to
let Trump win and waste the efforts made by DREAMers and their
parents to get this far. DREAMer
Anayeli Marcos, who is heartbroken over the repeal of DACA,
expresses that she plans to do
everything possible to continue to
get her education.
“Just because DACA has ended
doesn’t mean I have to stop pursuing what I want to do.”

Taylor Swift takes a stand against misogyny in new single
BY SARAH KNEBEL
OPINION EDITOR
Using her musical talent, quirkiness and love for vengeance, Taylor
Swift has, once again, sent a strong
and definite message to listeners
with her new release, titled, “Look
What You Made Me Do.”
Upbeat, catchy and full of youth,
Swift’s songs are always easy to
relate to. Since the launch of her
musical-genius masterpiece, social
media has erupted with multiple
interpretations of the new song.
In addition to bashing male dominance and promoting self-empowerment, Swift makes one thing very
clear—she will no longer be portrayed as “non-confrontational”
due to the expectations that have
been created for women when it
comes to standing up to dominant
male figures.
Since the infamous Kanye West
interruption in 2009 during the
VMA’s, Swift has received an
endless amount of hate coming
from the aggressive rapper. After
that encounter, Kanye has taken
advantage of Swift on multiple occasions. The rapper violated Swift
by releasing his new album and
portraying her as a sex figure without her consent. Furthermore, Kim
Kardashian, West’s wife, jumped
on board to assign Swift a spirit

TAYLOR SWIFT embracing her reputation as a ‘snake’ in her newest video. (Courtesy of Billboard)

animal: a snake.
But that’s not all. Swift also just
finished up a court case with a wellknown radio host who Swift accused of her assaulting her during a
meet and greet. Swift won the case.
Swift has had enough of the ruthless and immature bullying. Up
until her release, she used social
media to her advantage, posting
photos of the slithering animal
across multiple accounts. As a
society increasingly connected to
social media, people reacted appropriately. It was assumed that her
next release was most definitely
going to attack Kanye, his explicit

behaviour, and possibly even address the radio host who felt he
could get away with reaching up
her skirt.
She begins her new single singing, “How you laugh when you
lie, you said the gun was mine,
isn’t cool, no, I don’t like you.” If it
isn’t already clear enough, Swift is
referencing the microphone that
Kanye stole from her hands during
her acceptance speech. Kanye used
his aggression to intimidate Taylor
and dictate who was more deserving. He was able to do so because he
felt his powerful, male-dominant
role in society gave him the upper

hand. Due to his influence, Kanye’s
actions were somewhat accepted
by society. At time, many people excused and defended Kanye, which
normalized the behavior and mistreatment of not only Swift, but the
treatment of all women who are
victims of these types of misogynistic attacks.
She continues saying, “But I got
smarter, I got harder in the nick
of time...,” and finishes the verse
with, “I’ve got a list of names and
yours is in red underlined, I check
it once, then I check it twice.” Swift
has a mind full of vengeance. From
a feminist standpoint, this is the
shifting point. Swift is stealing the
light that Kanye had once shined
upon himself, and facing it upon
her. It is important to note that
Swift is attempting to expose to
society that Kanye will no longer
be praised for his mistreatment
of women while the women are
expected to stand silent. Instead,
it suggests that those who mistreat
women should, in a way, “watch
their backs,” for women are not as
“silent” as they are perceived to be.
Swift does not show weakness,
but acknowledges that she has
shown it in the past. Towards the
end of the song, she says, “I’m sorry,
the old Taylor can’t come to the
phone right now. Why? Oh, ‘cause
she’s dead.” Interestingly enough,

it can be assumed that Swift is referencing the phone conversation
that was exposed between Kanye
West and Taylor Swift.
When looking at it from the
standpoint of gender in relation to
power, Swift is shaking it up by expressing that her femininity does
not define her mental strength. She
takes control of male-dominance
within this lyrical story by saying
that the “Old Taylor” is no longer
available for unruly treatment and
manipulation by men. Swift gives
her listeners a sneak peak into her
new identity here, one that is resilient and focused on giving to those
who have treated her wrongfully
what they deserve.
Although “Look What You Made
Me Do” is a song that is personal to
Swift’s experiences, it can also be
seen as yet another stepping stone
towards a society that embodies
women’s self-empowerment. Due
to her influence on young women,
Swift has the power to change the
way that women view themselves,
and also warn those who believe
they can take advantage of women.
Swift’s latest single brings forth
the idea of confidence and empowerment for women, while also
addressing the need for accountability and severe consequences
for those who believe that women
are objects of manipulation.
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Why DACA repeal is racist, and what we can do about it
BY ANNALIESE MARTINEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
On Tuesday, Sept. 5, Attorney
General Jeff Sessions revealed
Donald Trump’s latest racist, xenophobic action with the announcement of the repeal of Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrival, or
DACA. The executive order implemented during the Obama administration offered undocumented
immigrants brought to the U.S.
as children, with deferment of removal action for two years as well
as eligibility for work authorization, a driver’s license, and SSN or
TIN to pay income taxes. With the
news that DACA is being repealed,
young undocumented immigrants
are panicking, as they are at risk
of losing their education, employment, or being deported.
In Tuesday’s briefing, Sessions
argued that DACA “denied jobs to
hundreds of thousands of Americans” by allowing work permits to
“illegal aliens,” when in fact, NPR
reports that there is no evidence
of DACA beneficiaries stealing
jobs from American citizens, according to economists. If anything,
the American economy benefits
from DACA. According to the Pew
Research Center, there are about
800,000 recipients, with 222,795
being in California, most of whom
participate in the workforce and
have professional jobs, as well as
pay taxes.
However, the U.S. government
should not keep DACA just because it can profit off of the skills
and productivity of recipients, but
instead, immigrants should have
easy access to citizenship because
they deserve basic human rights.
Just to qualify for DACA benefits,
someone must have been brought
to the U.S. before their 16th birth-

day and be living in the U.S. and
under the age 31 as of June 15, 2017.
In addition, they must never have
had legal status, or they would have
to have their legal status expired by
June 15, 2012. A DACA recipient
would have had to be currently
in school, graduated from high
school (or obtained a GED), or
served in the military. They also
could not be guilty of a felony, serious misdemeanor, three or more
misdemeanors, or pose a national
security threat.
That’s not all. Someone applying
for DACA would have to gather
documents to prove they fulfill the
aforementioned requirements, fill
out U.S. Citizen and Immigration
Services forms, and pay a $465
fee. According to law expert Ilona
Bray, if someone wanted to become
a citizen, they could pay anywhere
between $5,000 to $7,000 for an
immigration lawyer, $640 for a
naturalization application, $85 for
biometrics, or pay up to $1,500 for
a green card application. Besides
spending thousands of dollars, undocumented immigrants seeking
legal status could wait years before
finally having their application
either accepted or declined.
Taking into consideration how
difficult it is to be an undocumented immigrant in America shows
just how insensitive and discriminatory Trump’s decision to rescind
DACA is. While those affected by
the DACA repeal include people
from South Korea, the Philippines,
and other communities of color, it
disproportionately affects Latinos,
with over 75 percent of DACA recipients being from Mexico.
While Trump has been known
to make racist remarks against
Mexicans and immigrants, DACA
recipients transcend the stereotypes which Trump and his sup-

porters perpetuate. By referring to
them as “illegal aliens,” the Trump
Administration has portrayed
DACA beneficiaries as criminals
and foreigners, when they are by
all means Americans who contribute to society. Among DACA
Dreamers are students and graduates from reputable universities
such as USC and UCLA, teachers,
newlyweds, or those planning to be
married. Truth be told, Dreamers
make America great when many
Americans think it would be better
without them.
Since the announcement that
DACA is being repealed, there has
been enormous response in the
press, social media, and here on the
Saint Mary’s campus. On Wednesday following the announcement,
President James A. Donahue issued a statement to all students,
staff, and faculty reminding the
community of Saint Mary’s dedication to protect students’ rights and
its Lasallian Catholic values. Still,
some students felt that President
Donahue’s statement was not
enough because it did not declare
Saint Mary’s College as a sanctuary
campus, nor did it clearly condemn
Trump’s decision. Later that day,
students and faculty rallied together outside of Dante Hall and
the Saint Albert Hall Library wearing black to show solidarity with
those affected by the DACA repeal.
“As a society we’ve grown too
complacent,” expressed first-year
student Donaldo. “I think we can
make a change.” For other Saint
Mary’s students, the DACA repeal
hits too close to home. Hector
Mendez shared, “My brother just
applied for his DACA and now
it’s getting revoked.” In addition
to students rallying, faculty and
students held their regular justice
and peace vigil at the campus
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Peace Pole to protest the decision
to rescind DACA, and clubs and
resources, such as Hermanas and
the Intercultural Center, extended
their support to anyone affected.
While the announcement of the
decision to repeal DACA feels like
part of an endless series of human
rights violations made by Donald
Trump, not all hope is lost. Dreamers whose DACA is ending in 2017
can still apply for renewal for
deferment for the next two years.
Furthermore, people who are
already U.S. citizens can use their
privilege to speak up for undocumented immigrants, contact their
local representatives, or donate to

a YouCaring campaign to pay for
legal and DACA renewal fees.
Times like these are pivotal moments in history for civil rights,
and it will matter years from now
whether we speak up or remain
silent. To give up now would be to
let Trump win and waste the efforts made by DREAMers and their
parents to get this far. DREAMer
Anayeli Marcos, who is heartbroken over the repeal of DACA,
expresses that she plans to do
everything possible to continue to
get her education.
“Just because DACA has ended
doesn’t mean I have to stop pursuing what I want to do.”

Taylor Swift takes a stand against misogyny in new single
BY SARAH KNEBEL
OPINION EDITOR
Using her musical talent, quirkiness and love for vengeance, Taylor
Swift has, once again, sent a strong
and definite message to listeners
with her new release, titled, “Look
What You Made Me Do.”
Upbeat, catchy and full of youth,
Swift’s songs are always easy to
relate to. Since the launch of her
musical-genius masterpiece, social
media has erupted with multiple
interpretations of the new song.
In addition to bashing male dominance and promoting self-empowerment, Swift makes one thing very
clear—she will no longer be portrayed as “non-confrontational”
due to the expectations that have
been created for women when it
comes to standing up to dominant
male figures.
Since the infamous Kanye West
interruption in 2009 during the
VMA’s, Swift has received an
endless amount of hate coming
from the aggressive rapper. After
that encounter, Kanye has taken
advantage of Swift on multiple occasions. The rapper violated Swift
by releasing his new album and
portraying her as a sex figure without her consent. Furthermore, Kim
Kardashian, West’s wife, jumped
on board to assign Swift a spirit

TAYLOR SWIFT embracing her reputation as a ‘snake’ in her newest video. (Courtesy of Billboard)

animal: a snake.
But that’s not all. Swift also just
finished up a court case with a wellknown radio host who Swift accused of her assaulting her during a
meet and greet. Swift won the case.
Swift has had enough of the ruthless and immature bullying. Up
until her release, she used social
media to her advantage, posting
photos of the slithering animal
across multiple accounts. As a
society increasingly connected to
social media, people reacted appropriately. It was assumed that her
next release was most definitely
going to attack Kanye, his explicit

behaviour, and possibly even address the radio host who felt he
could get away with reaching up
her skirt.
She begins her new single singing, “How you laugh when you
lie, you said the gun was mine,
isn’t cool, no, I don’t like you.” If it
isn’t already clear enough, Swift is
referencing the microphone that
Kanye stole from her hands during
her acceptance speech. Kanye used
his aggression to intimidate Taylor
and dictate who was more deserving. He was able to do so because he
felt his powerful, male-dominant
role in society gave him the upper

hand. Due to his influence, Kanye’s
actions were somewhat accepted
by society. At time, many people excused and defended Kanye, which
normalized the behavior and mistreatment of not only Swift, but the
treatment of all women who are
victims of these types of misogynistic attacks.
She continues saying, “But I got
smarter, I got harder in the nick
of time...,” and finishes the verse
with, “I’ve got a list of names and
yours is in red underlined, I check
it once, then I check it twice.” Swift
has a mind full of vengeance. From
a feminist standpoint, this is the
shifting point. Swift is stealing the
light that Kanye had once shined
upon himself, and facing it upon
her. It is important to note that
Swift is attempting to expose to
society that Kanye will no longer
be praised for his mistreatment
of women while the women are
expected to stand silent. Instead,
it suggests that those who mistreat
women should, in a way, “watch
their backs,” for women are not as
“silent” as they are perceived to be.
Swift does not show weakness,
but acknowledges that she has
shown it in the past. Towards the
end of the song, she says, “I’m sorry,
the old Taylor can’t come to the
phone right now. Why? Oh, ‘cause
she’s dead.” Interestingly enough,

it can be assumed that Swift is referencing the phone conversation
that was exposed between Kanye
West and Taylor Swift.
When looking at it from the
standpoint of gender in relation to
power, Swift is shaking it up by expressing that her femininity does
not define her mental strength. She
takes control of male-dominance
within this lyrical story by saying
that the “Old Taylor” is no longer
available for unruly treatment and
manipulation by men. Swift gives
her listeners a sneak peak into her
new identity here, one that is resilient and focused on giving to those
who have treated her wrongfully
what they deserve.
Although “Look What You Made
Me Do” is a song that is personal to
Swift’s experiences, it can also be
seen as yet another stepping stone
towards a society that embodies
women’s self-empowerment. Due
to her influence on young women,
Swift has the power to change the
way that women view themselves,
and also warn those who believe
they can take advantage of women.
Swift’s latest single brings forth
the idea of confidence and empowerment for women, while also
addressing the need for accountability and severe consequences
for those who believe that women
are objects of manipulation.
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CULTURE
Is Wonder Woman a feminist icon or not? App re-

view:
Sworkit

BY LAUREN SCOTT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
“Wonder Woman” debuted
this summer as a box-office smash
hit. Critics had positive reviews,
many women liked it, and people in
general seemed to enjoy it. “Wonder
Woman” was finally put back on
the map after falling into obscurity
over the years. With increasing social issues involving women and
feminism, many women, myself
included, were excited to finally see
a female hero on the big screen.
Immediately after its release, the
film was praised as a step in the right
direction for Hollywood and feminism as a whole. People immediately
applauded it as a success in proving
that women can make it in major
individual action roles.
However, a few individuals, including filmmaker James Cameron, have gone against this general
consensus. Cameron stated in an
interview with The Guardian, “All
of the self-congratulatory, backpatting Hollywood’s been doing
over ‘Wonder Woman’ has been so
misguided. She’s an objectified icon,
and it’s just male Hollywood doing
the same old thing.” While this may
be an unpopular opinion, for which
Cameron has received backlash, it is
one I can certainly agree with.
For a good portion of the film, the
protagonist, Diana Prince (a.k.a.
Wonder Woman), barely speaks and
must try to assimilate into English
society. She must rely on her love
interest, Steve Trevor, in order to
get by, whether that means forcing
her to change the way she dresses
or referring to her as his secretary.
Meanwhile, the characters in some
of the more recent Marvel or DC

BY CAMILLA MARAIS
CULTURE EDITOR

GAL GADOT portrays the kind and justice-driven goddess on a mission to save mankind from the destruction of war. (Courtesy of Newsweek)

Comic films, such as Deadpool and
Iron Man, almost exclusively follow
the main character throughout the
film. This is not the case in “Wonder
Woman,” as a good portion of the
scenes are filled with clips of Prince’s
male co-stars handling themselves
in combat. While this creative choice
might show how much Diana can
defend herself compared to them,
additional scenes, which would normally focus on the film’s protagonist,
are taken over by Steve Trevor, who
is played by Chris Pine.
In movies like “The Avengers,”
you can probably recall a fight scene
that had you on the edge of your seat,
forcing you to doubt if the protagonist could really survive the battle
or if the creators of the film would
kill off such a major superhero.
None of these factors were present
in “Wonder Woman.” Instead, the
second half of the film consisted
entirely of a jumbled, tiring fight,
without any substance. Not to men-

tion, many of Prince’s scenes were in
slow motion. While this effect might
enhance visual details, it took away
from the efficiency of her physical
prowess while limiting her body as
something to be viewed rather than
respected.
Besides the fights themselves,
another huge issue for me was the
physical wounds Prince sustained.
Meanwhile in films lead by a male
protagonist, Deadpool was impaled
by a pole in addition to enduring
explicit torture and Iron Man constantly deals with the reactor embedded in his chest while surviving
brutal beatings brought on by his
many foes. While these injuries add
to the overall awe of these heroes, by
the end of Wonder Woman, Prince
is left with a single minor injury,
placed aesthetically on her otherwise perfect face. Despite a majority
of the film dealing with combat and a
major concept of the plot being war,
Wonder Woman didn’t suffer any

significant injuries or signs of wear
and tear, besides some dirt and the
loss of her romantic-interest.
Wonder Woman might be able
to efficiently kill enemies, but the
movie failed to show her flaws or
any negative consequences that
would naturally develop in a film
relying on fighting. Instead, Diana
remains godly from start to finish,
with minor character development aside from a half-hearted romance. These artistic choices make
it difficult to recognize the Wonder
Woman franchise or Diana Prince as
a breakthrough in feminist ideology
represented in media.
Despite the intentions of the
creative team, “Wonder Woman”
is portrayed as untouchable, completely unscathed, and utterly unrelatable to real-life girls. While it
might be true that any woman in a
leading role is a positive move, is it
really a win if those roles are unrealistic in nature?

Coulrophobia: clowns in American media

STEPHEN KING’S “IT” features the terrifying killer-clown Pennywise, tapping into a common phobia of the American public. (Courtesy of Den of Geek)

BY KALI KUSHNER
CULTURE EDITOR
With the recent release of a second film adaptation of Stephen
King’s “It,” coulrophobia has returned to the forefront of minds
across the world. “It,” which was
initially adapted for the screen in
1990, is commonly considered a cult
classic for the horror genre and has
likely contributed to the spread of
the phobia. I’ve always struggled to
understand the fear of clowns because I don’t have any particular feelings associated with them. However,
I have grown up with a best friend
who struggles with coulrophobia,
so I have become aware of how com-

mon it still is.
Clowns have an extensive presence in American history, as they
have taken on similar characteristics practiced in cultures around
the world. For example, Kathakali
dancers in India preserve traditional
storytelling by performing stories
while relying predominantly on
their exaggerated facial expressions,
which are further dramaticized with
their bold face paintings.
In the United States, clowns are
often depicted as existing in two
spheres of entertainment, either adolescent birthday parties or traveling
circus productions. However, clown
depictions have become more common in the media, ranging from the

music group, “Insane Clown Posse,”
in which the singers and fanbase
dress is unique clown makeup, or last
year when there was a strange period
of killer clown sightings across the
country. While clowns are intended
to act as modern jesters, using bright
colors and performing silly tricks,
many view clowns as figures fit for
nightmares.
Since one of my hobbies is reading
up on true crime, I tend to associate clowns with the infamous serial killer, John Wayne Gacy Jr., who
murdered over thirty-three young
men in the 1970s while working as a
clown. I believe the sensationalization of Gacy’s crimes is what led to
the widespread fear of clowns in the

States, which is still being exploited
by media today. Aside from Stephen
King’s “It” returning to theatres, the
latest season of American Horror
Story is also playing off of the “scary
clown” archetype. Because images of
clowns have infiltrated my life lately,
I’ve wondered why people are afraid
of clowns. What is it about clowns
that leads Hollywood to continue to
use them in horror films?
Business Insider recently interviewed Dr. Dena Rabinowitz, a New
York psychologist who specializes
in patients with phobias or general
anxiety disorders. According to
Dr. Rabinowitz, the human mind
is naturally programmed to feel
discomfort in the face of something
that is familiar, but just a little off. For
people who struggle with coulrophobia, clowns are representations of
humans, but just a little off, and it’s
this slight error that makes us shiver.
In addition, humans rely on facial
expressions to determine if someone
is trustworthy, so the trademark
makeup that clowns wear prevents
us from seeing their true faces, allowing them the ability to deceive us.
Overall, Dr. Rabinowitz advises
that the first step to getting over one’s
phobia is to recognize the reality that
the object of your fear is harmless.
From there on, you can ease yourself
into viewing clowns in a safe space,
but I definitely recommend taking your time with this, as rushing
to see “It” will likely only increase
these fears.

This summer, I had the absolute pleasure and privilege of
spending six weeks abroad. As I
explored overseas, I indulged in
the cuisine, lifestyle, and culture
of another world. I loved every
second of this, but as someone
who thrives on routine, I found
myself craving consistency in
some part of my days. When I’m
home, my regular morning runs
give me the sanity to get through
whatever my week throws at me.
While travelling is more about
pleasure and less about stress, I
found my body and mind missing that constant release and
rejuvenation.
This is where Sworkit came in.
I discovered the app through my
soccer-crazy cousin, who wanted
to keep up his training during a
family vacation. Until Sworkit,
I had tried to get my fix through
gym days and runs. After a while,
I was tired of finding a partner to
run with and equally done with
forking over $15 every time I
wanted to hit the gym.
Sworkit was a free download
(a premium option is available
for a very reasonable $2.50) and
I could not wait to give the app a
try. At first, I was honestly a bit
skeptical. Could my phone really
give me a challenging workout,
and most importantly, would it
keep my attention long enough
to make me feel like I was doing
some serious exercise?
The answer to these two questions, as I would soon discover,
was yes and yes. I wanted to do
some strengthening exercises,
and was pleasantly surprised
to see such a range of workouts
available. Easing into Sworkit, I
decided to do a lower-body workout. The app allows you to set the
time of your workout, and divides
it into one-minute intervals with
fifteen second breaks and, every
three minutes, a thirty second
break. I pressed start, and prepared myself for whatever came.
I thoroughly enjoyed my workout. Before each interval, there
was a visual of the correct form
and pace of the exercise. The
app counted down the seconds
to each move, and gave me 10
second warnings before the exercise was coming to an end. At
the end of the workout, Sworkit
let me know how many calories
I burned—another added bonus.
This app felt very personalized,
while also offering a broad range
of workout possibilities. Excited,
I quickly started an abs workout,
followed by a full body and a
glutes-focused session. Before I
knew it, I had done a 40-minute
HIIT session, all from my iPhone.
The weeks that followed contributed to this exciting journey.
From cardio to yoga, stretching
to strengthening, all of my fitness dreams and desires were at
my fingertips. For busy students,
broke fitness fans, or those who
like exercising in the comfort of
their own room, Sworkit offers
fitness programs ideal for anyone, anywhere.
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OPINION
Violence is not the answer to growing right wing gatherings
BY MARSHALL LYMBURN
OPINION EDITOR
Once again, Berkeley has become home to violence and the
suppression of free speech. On
Sunday, August 27, a small group
of right-wing protesters attending a previously cancelled “No
to Marxism in America” rally
were dwarfed by thousands who
came out to demonstrate against
them. On the verge of violent
confrontation with the crowd,
police vacated the park, and some
of those attending the rally were
cornered, harassed and heckled.
Much of the violence at Sunday ’s counter-protest can be
attributed to Black Blocc and Antifa—groups that promote the use
of violence against what they see
as oppressive ideologies. Much
of this discontent has become
louder since the murder of a
counter protestor during a rightwing rally earlier in the month at
Charlottesville. Standing in various crowds during the counterprotest, I could see anywhere
from dozens, to several hundred
black clad, bandana-wearing
individuals. A man with a loudspeaker on a truck belted out,
“Anyone who does not want to
be part of a confrontation should
move back towards the city hall
steps. You may be at risk.” The
police vacated the park shortly

BERKELEY POLICE vacate Martin Luther King Jr. Square Park following antagonism from Antifa and Black Blocc. (Marshall Lymburn/COLLEGIAN)

after being pelted with smoke
grenades and other projectiles.
Although this event was not
nearly as disruptive as the demonstrations following a Milo
Yiannopoulos speech at Berkeley
the previous February, it still
sent the message that the left
cannot tolerate views they are
afraid of. But it’s clearer still that
for some, violence has become
a necessity. This is a problem.
The line between violence and
peaceful demonstration is too
willingly crossed, and very rarely

is violence more effective than
determinetal to one’s cause.
There were many reasons
to think that Berkeley’s rightwing gathering, if allowed to go
through, would have propagated
hate speech. News media leading up to the rally had declared
it a white nationalist gathering—regardless of the organizers
intentions. This could have attracted nefarious individuals on
the right. The gathering was also
scheduled to take place in Martin
Luther King Jr. Square Park. The

intention behind the choice of
location is unknown, but one is
inclined to suspect the worst.
Still, Black Blocc and Antifa
prevented the possibility of us
ever knowing what those attending the right wing rally actually
believed. It was overwhelmed
before anyone could be certain.
The means of intimidation and
violence used by Antifa were
harmful to anyone hoping to
peacefully express themselves
and anyone else hoping to create
a dialogue.

Not every gathering can be
conflated with the type of white
nationalist thuggery that made
national news in Charlottesville.
There were reasons to think the
right-wing gathering in Berkeley
could have been different. For
one, the organizer, Amber Cummings, was a transgender woman—a label I find hard to believe
would be readily accepted by the
kinds of Nazi and Ku Klux Klan
members seen in Charlottesville.
She also cancelled the rally two
days before its scheduled date,
fearing for the safety of those
who would attend (she insisted
that she would attend alone).
This behavior does not seem in
line with a group dedicated to
maximum chaos and intimidation.
Instead of assuming the views
of those gathering, we should
hear those views before deciding
whether or not they are repugnant. The intolerance shown
to those who never even got a
chance to express themselves before getting chased and shouted
down works only to polarize a
country that can’t take much
more. The left still has a louder
voice and moral high ground.
They should use it and treat their
own violent elements in the form
of Black Blocc and Antifa with
as much suspicion as the enemy
they face.

Unruly treatment in nurse arrest
BY KIANA LEI YAP
OPINION COLUMNIST
Circulating throughout social
media and news programs is the
viral video of the hostile arrest
of Alex Wubbel, a nurse at the
University of Utah’s hospital
burn unit, from July 26. Over a
month later, this violent incident has sparked outrage as the
body cam footage of arresting
detective and part-time paramedic Jeff Payne was released
to the public.
Officer Payne with the Salt
Lake City Police Department
(SLCPD) requested a blood
sample from a burn unit victim.
Ms. Wubbel, in adhering to the
University hospital’s protocol
with the support of her supervisor, denied the request, stating
that the patient could not give
consent because he was unconscious.
Furthermore, the patient was
not under arrest, and no arrest
warrant was made or placed in
Wubble’s possession. Wubbel
was swiftly and aggressively
escorted out of the burn unit
ward, violently handled by the
officer, and placed in custody
in Payne’s squad car until the
hospital’s higher administration
could remedy the issue.
Social media, especially Twitter and Facebook, has the power
to disseminate viral media and
messages throughout society to
engage with and respond seemingly instantaneously to acts
of unnecesary violence such as
Wubble’s interaction with SLC
police. In this case, it perpetuated and increased the public’s
anger at this incident in a mat-

ter of hours after the video was
released and spread.
The responsive outrage stems
from the belligerence displayed
by the detective while arresting
the nurse, who was dutifully
adhering to hospital protocol
and patient care standards.
Regardless of the reasons as to
why Payne required the blood
sample, his actions were unethical, abusive, and inappropriate
given the power dynamics in
play, the setting in the patient
ward, and the blatant disrespect
to Wubbel and hospital administration.
Although the Salt Lake City
Police Department issued a
statement saying that “[they]
were alarmed by what [they] saw
in the video” and that “[they]
take this [incident] very seriously,” more needs to be done to
educate officers about protocols
in time-sensitive situations.
Payne was placed on administrative leave immediately after
the incident, but it was not until
the bodycam footage went viral
that he was ultimately let go by
SLCPD.
Salt Lake City Council Chairman Stan Penfold said in a council meeting after this incident,
“We stand united in our belief
that it is unacceptable…It was
especially frustrating in light
of all the progress the police department has made recently on
[de-escalation] training. This is
a big step back on those efforts.”
What those efforts in de-escalation training need to clearly
focus on is teaching officers
when to step down in situations
where they are not the commanding power. Payne was not

the one in charge in the burn
unit patient ward, but Wubbel
was. She was the messenger in
communicating the hospital’s
policy on drawing blood from
unconscious patients; therefore, both she and Payne were
bound by that policy within the
hospital’s walls. However, considering that Payne was a paramedic, perhaps he should have
drawn blood from the patient
during transport if he needed it
so desperately.
Given the timing, it seems the
real reason for Payne’s firing
was to protect the department’s
reputation again from the perception of its flaws. Possibly
wanting it to just look like they
hold their officers to a high standard of ethical conduct, the necessity in firing Payne was when
the wrongfulness of his actions
were revealed to the public and
garnered outrage. Had this reaction from the public and social
media not been one of anger,
then it’s probably fair to assume
that Payne would still be with
the SLCPD.
This act of police violence was
wholly unwarranted, as Wubbel
was not being disrespectful, uncooperative, or violent towards
Officer Payne. Perhaps Payne’s
display of male aggression towards the nurse was triggered
by him not feeling in control of
the situation, something that he
must surely be unaccustomed to
as a seasoned officer working in
a male-dominated society.
But to Payne, of course, it is he
himself who is being wronged,
and it is the nurse who is being
intentionally uncooperative
with the police.

STMARYSCOLLEGIAN.COM

THE COLLEGIAN •

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2017

7

SPORTS
Meet the Athlete: Noah McDermott races to the finish Sports
this week
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR

Three-time Muscle Milk Athlete of the Week Noah McDermott is off to his last season on
the Cross Country and Track
team. McDermott, a senior Kinesiology: Sports & Recreation
Management major from Tahoe
City, Calif., is looking forward to
his goals for this final season.
Last year, McDermott finished
in second place in every cross
country race for the Gaels. For
track season, McDermott ended
the regular season by setting a
new Saint Mary’s record in the
3,000-meter steeplechase with
a time of nine minutes and 5.13
seconds. Despite McDermott’s
record-setting regular season,
he did not finish the post-season
as he had hoped. During the
NCAA Regionals, while running
the 3,000-meter steeplechase,
McDermott was having the race
of his life. On the very last hurdle,
he clipped his knee and managed
to save himself from falling, but
he slowed down significantly. His
stumble ended up being the difference between qualifying and
not qualifying. McDermott sees
this stumble as fuel to the fire.
This season, McDermott’s goal
for cross country is to finish
All-WCC and All-Region, place
higher than ever as a team, finish
in the top four in the WCC conference, and finish in the top 12 in
regionals. For track season, McDermott hopes to make it back to
the NCAA Regionals and qualify
for the 3,000-meter steeplechase.
As a native of Tahoe, McDermott finds running and water
activities to be one of the best
parts about his hometown. He
said, “Running is one of the best

NOAH MCDERMOTT began the season with a win in Nevada. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

parts of Tahoe because there are
so many trails; growing up there
was the best and I even have a
tattoo of Tahoe on my ribs.” McDermott enjoys plenty of water
activities and beach time in the
summer but is not too fond of
shoveling snow in the winter:
something he says no one really
likes to talk about.
During McDermott’s high
school years, his decision to
come to Saint Mary’s seemed
relatively natural. After getting
to know the team and sitting in
on a class, he felt part of the Gael
community and knew the second
he left campus that Saint Mary’s
was the place for him. Like many
Gaels, McDermott loved the overall atmosphere of the College, but
he was especially attracted to how
much people cared, as well as the
knowledge that he would not just
be another number on campus.
Now, as a senior, McDermott sees

life as a Gael coming full circle. He
loves how easy it is to get connected and find a niche on campus.
Most importantly, McDermott
loves how accepting the Saint
Mary’s community is, which is a
very unique quality to the college,
according to McDermott.
As a student-athlete, McDermott is an extremely busy person
on campus. A day in the life of
Noah McDermott usually entails waking up and running 10
miles. Then, he goes to class or
his internship at UC Berkeley
Rec Sports where he works in the
marketing and communication
department. McDermott takes
time to slow down with a quick
nap and then picks right back up
with running another five or so
miles at practice. He finally ends
his day by eating dinner and then
taking on his duty as the Resident
Advisor (RA) in Aquinas Hall on
the fourth floor. He notes, “the

job of an RA is extremely timconsuming and challenging, but
it’s worth it when you make connections with your residents and
have the ability to make a firstyear student’s experience better.”
McDermott added, “Creating
community [within a residence
hall] is hard, but once it happens
it’s one of the most rewarding
feelings, like winning a race, but
probably harder.”
When McDermott isn’t running an eight- or 10-kilometer
race, conquering the 3,000-meter
steeplechase, or taking on the
outdoor or indoor 5-kilometer
event, he can be found enjoying Thai food and boba, bingewatching “The Office” for the
third time, or laughing at “Master
of None.” As the Winter Olympics
near, McDermott is excited to see
alpine skiing, especially because
Tahoe, his hometown, is home to
many Olympians and Olympic
hopefuls.
As McDermott’s time at Saint
Mary’s comes to an end, his last
task to accomplish is to get confirmed. Upon committing to Saint
Mary’s, McDermott promised his
mother he would get confirmed
before graduation, so we can
look to see McDermott as part
of the RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) program. As
graduation nears, McDermott’s
plans for the future include getting a master’s degree in England
and running for a college there.
McDermott’s ultimate goal is to
become a Division I head coach
for Cross Country/Track and
even to become an Athletic Director at some point.
Until then, you can find McDermott running around campus
with the Cross Country and Track
team.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

Fri. @ San Jose State, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. vs. Samford, 12:00 p.m.

The Gaels hit the road for a
friday match against San Jose
State on Friday before coming
home to host Samford in a
con-conference affair. The
Gaels went 1-1 last week.
MEN’S SOCCER

Fri. @ Air Force, 7:00 p.m.
Sun. @ Denver, 7:00 p.m.

Sem Kroon and the Gaels
prepare for a road trip that
begins with a visit to Air Force
on Friday night. Saint Mary’s
finishes their week with a
battle at Denver on Sunday.
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

College football season won’t lack in intriguing contenders
BY RICHIE AVILA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The 2017 college football season has officially started, and it’s
started with a bang. In a battle of
national championship hopefuls,
Alabama defeated Florida State
24-7. In addition to the loss, Florida
State took a hit when their star
quarterback, Deondre Francois,
suffered a serious knee injury that
will sideline him for the remainder
of the season and leave FSU in the
hands of true freshman James
Blackman. Francois’ injury has not
eliminated Florida State from title
contention, but it has seriously
dampened their hopes. Miami,
Clemson, Louisville, and Virginia
Tech are now presented with an
opportunity to win the Atlantic
Coast Conference and perhaps
make it to the College Football
Playoffs. Louisville in particular
has high hopes for the season as
they return last year’s Heisman
winner, Lamar Jackson. The junior
quarterback was responsible for 51
touchdowns last season, as he led
the Cardinals to a 7-1 conference
record.
Alabama forced three turnovers
and looked dominant on defense
against Florida State, but their
offense struggled with only 269
yards. Sophomore quarterback
Jalen Hurts will hope to improve
on a freshman campaign in which

he threw 23 touchdowns, ran for
another 11, and was named both
SEC Offensive Player of the Year
and SEC Freshman of the Year.
The rest of the Southeastern
Conference will look to put an end
to Alabama’s run of three straight
conference titles. The Auburn Tigers, led by transfer quarterback
Jarrett Stidham, look to challenge
Alabama. The Tigers will attempt
to recapture the magic of their 2013
season, where they beat Alabama
and made it to the national championship game.
LSU is another potential challenger from the SEC West division,
as star running back Derrius Guice
will hope to help his team win its
first conference title since 2011.
Georgia is the favorite out of the
SEC East division; with running
back Nick Chubb returning for his
senior season. The Georgia Bulldogs have experienced a similar
down period, as they have not won
their conference since 2005.
The Big Ten conference has
several national championship
contenders of its own. Ohio State is
the favorite out of the conference,
and they return senior quarterback J.T. Barrett, who was part of
the 2014 national championship
team. This year, he aspires to lead
his team to glory and make up for
a 2016 season that ended in a shutout defeat to Clemson, the team
that eventually won the National

Championship.
Rival Michigan is another contender, helmed by charismatic
head coach Jim Harbaugh. Harbaugh has recruited an elite group
of athletes this past year, and while
this team is talented, they are
young and may be a year away from
serious title contention.
Penn State is ready to challenge
now, as they possess one of the best
offenses in the country. Quarterback Trace McSorley and running
back Saquon Barkley are back to
build on a conference championship win last season. Barkley is one
of the favorites for the Heisman
and is perhaps the best running
back in college football.
The Big 12 should be led by either
Oklahoma or Oklahoma State, with
Kansas State as a popular underdog
choice. Oklahoma will be led by
2016 Heisman runner-up Baker
Mayfield back at quarterback.
Oklahoma State is led by senior
quarterback Mason Rudolph, who
already owns the school’s passing
record and hopes to break the
touchdown record this season.
In the Pac-12 conference, California powerhouses USC and
Stanford expect to challenge for
the conference title and a spot in
the College Football Playoffs. USC
is lead by Sam Darnold, who is favored to win the Heisman and be
selected as the number-one pick
in next year’s NFL draft. The hype

is with USC, but Stanford has made
a habit of killing that hype and taking the Pac-12 title for themselves.
Head coach David Shaw has quietly
run one of the nation’s most consistent programs, winning three conference titles since 2012 and only
failing to win 10 games in a season
once in his tenure at Stanford.
The Washington Huskies also
have the ability to win the Pac-12.
The Huskies won the conference
title last season and looked competitive in a close loss to Alabama
in the Peach Bowl.
In addition to the national title
contenders, the state of California
has a few programs with a lot to
play for this season. Cal returns a
strong offense and may play spoiler
to one of the favorites thanks to
an improved defense. UCLA has
star quarterback Josh Rosen, who
along with being a Heisman contender, will look to have a strong
season to help his case as the top
quarterback in next year’s NFL
draft. San Jose State plays in the
Mountain West Conference and
will look to be competitive with
new coach Brent Brennan. San
Diego State won the Mountain
West last season but lost one of
the program’s best ever players,
Donnel Pumphrey.
The season looks to be an exciting one, with multiple teams in the
hunt for a conference title and the
National Championship.

Fri. @ CAL, 7:00 p.m.
Sat. vs Stanford, 7:00 p.m.

This weekend, Saint Mary’s
will head over to Berkely and
face off against their East Bay
rival, CAL, before coming
home Saturday for a match
against Stanford that will
conclude their non-conference
schedule for the 2017 year.
CROSS COUNTRY

Sept. 22 @ Santa Clara

The men’s and women’s cross
country teams continue to
prepare for their meet against
Santa Clara. The teams will
head down to Sunnyvale,
CA to meet up with their
rivals from the South Bay.
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SPORTS
Volleyball doesn’t drop set in dominant two-win week
BY TYLER BINDI
SPORTS EDITOR
The Saint Mary’s volleyball
team came out firing Friday in
their 2017 home opener to the
tune of a 3-0 victory over Fresno
State in McKeon Pavilion. The
Gaels used a spread out offensive
attack to defeat the Bulldogs for
the fifth straight time. Ten different Gaels got in on the action
with at least one kill, along with
five players tallying five or more.
Head Coach Rob Browning
challenged his team to perform
better offense after some early
season struggles were identified,
and they were clearly up for the
challenge. “Our team is getting
better,” said Browning. “They
worked really hard. The first
couple of weekends we played
were OK, but we identified some
areas where we need to be better,
particularly on offense.”
LINDSEY CALVIN totaled nine kills in the Gaels’ three-set sweep of Cal State Northridge on Saturday night in McKeon Pavilion. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

Saint Mary’s

3

Fresno State

0

Saint Mary’s had been on the
road for the first two weekends of
the year, and their excitement to
be back playing in front of their
home crowd was evident.
“You could just tell the girls
were so excited to be home to

play in front of their friends and
family,” said Browning. “They
were fired up, we all were, to be
at home against a good opponent
like Fresno State who we match
up well with.”
The Gaels carried that momentum forward into Saturday’s contest against CSUN, where they
managed to pull off another impressive 3-0 sweep. Saint Mary’s
showed off their ability to come
from behind, as they trailed early

in all three sets before storming
back to win each of them.

Saint Mary’s

3

CSUN

0

Morgan Hughes and Lindsey
Calvin led the way offensively
with 11 and nine kills, respec-

tively. Calvin spoke about the
strengths of this year’s team
when she said, “I think with
confidence and the skill from
the people behind me it really
gives me the freedom to swing.
What I think is really cool about
our team this year is that if you
are going to beat us, you have to
beat all of us. We are so balanced,
and it’s a real strength that I am
happy to be a part of.” The Gaels’
defense stepped up as well, rack-

ing up an impressive eight blocks
against the Matadors.
Saint Mary’s will hit the road
to face off with their East Bay
rival, California, at 7 p.m., on
Friday. The Gaels will then immediately come back home in
order to play host to defending
national champion Stanford at 7
p.m. on Saturday.
With their two victories, the
Gaels now sit at 4-4 on the young
season.

Women’s soccer wins once and loses once in Saint Mary’s Tournament
teammate Aryana Harvey’s pass
past the line and into the net
to hand the Roadrunners their
fourth victory of the season and
the Gaels a heartbreaking loss.
In their Sunday match against
Riverside, it was the Gaels who
struck first. Anyssa Dominguez
found Diaz with a pass, setting
up Diaz for her third goal of the
season and giving the Gaels the
lead in the 19th minute.
The Gaels would protect that

VALERIE LAFORGE played all 109 minutes in the Friday contest. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

BY DEAN BOERNER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
After a 2-2 start to their season, the Gaels dropped a 3-0
contest to Cal State Fullerton to
open September, pushing their
record to sub-.500 territory and
necessitating a strong showing
in the Saint Mary’s tournament
this past weekend. While the
Gaels dropped a tight match to
CSU Bakersfield to open up the
tournament, they came back
strong on Sunday afternoon to
down UC Riverside and salvage
one win.
For the Gaels, the Saint Mary’s
Tournament began with a very
competitive match against the
Roadrunners of CSU Bakersfield.
Despite a late second-half goal to
tie matters up, the Gaels ended
up falling to the Roadrunners
2-1 in a double-overtime heartbreaker.

Bakersfield junior Claire Nelson put her team on the board
first with a goal in minute 14.
Assisted by redshirt freshman
Kamari Hines , Nelson’s goal
would give Bakersfield a lead that
lasted all the way until late into
the second half.
Bakersfield went into the half
with an advantage thanks to
Nelson’s goal, and they maintained their lead for most of the
second half.
Finally, in the 81st minute,
sophomore midfielder Kailana
Kaeo sent one into the net to tie
the game 1-1. Sophomore Anna
Parker and senior Hanna Diaz
recorded assists on the matchtying goal that effectively took
the contest into overtime.
Once ten minutes of scoreless
play went by with still nothing
resolved, a second overtime began. In the 109th minute, Bakersfield’s Aminah Settles tapped

lead for the remainder of the half
thanks to a strong defense and
good goalkeeping by sophomore
Sarah Sawatzky.
In the second half, Saint Mary’s
added another goal for good measure. It was Diaz again—this time
on a free kick—who found the
net. That gave Saint Mary’s a 2-0
they wouldn’t relinquish.
With the two goals, Diaz now
has 21 career goals and is one of
only 10 Gaels to ever reach the

career 20-goal plateau.
Just as importantly, Saint
Mary ’s moves to a record of
three wins and four losses with
the Sunday win, and they now
look ahead to another two-game
week. Saint Mary’s pays a visit to
San Jose State Friday afternoon
to take on the Spartans. Then on
Sunday they host Samford for
a noon game in Moraga as they
prepare for WCC action to start
in late September.

